April 2010:  Western Colorado Writers’ Workshop

is becoming part of a new G.J.-based nonprofit:

The Western Colorado Writers’ Forum

The Forum’s mission is to become a regional center which

promotes literary arts,

supports individual writers,

grows the Western Slope’s writing community in cooperation with writing groups and social groups in need,

and educates and develops an audience for literature and culture in this corner of the Southwest.

The new board members of the Forum, who meet in a beautifully renovated church at 800 Colorado Avenue, hope to make this address a home for writers, and to eventually host several ongoing workshops, together with a public lecture and writing series that sponsors local, regional and nationally-known writers. 

      Read the latest article about the Forum:  http://www.gjfreepress.com/article/20100326/COMMUNITY_NEWS/100329957&parentprofile=search
Check in for new developments, listings of board members and links to WCWF’s web & Facebook pages, now in progress. 

“Poetry in the Streets”

 Contest

 “Poetry in the Streets” is the first contest of the Western Colorado Writers Forum, funded by a Grand Junction Commission on Arts & Culture grant.  The judges, Grand Valley writers Wendy Videlock, Danny Rosen, Luis Lopez and Sandra Dorr, seek a wide range of well-crafted original poems that reflect life in this valley.  Shorter poems are preferred; judges reserve the right to use a fragment of winning poems to fit available space.

There are no contest fees, and previously published work is acceptable.  Each winning poet will be paid $50 for use of the poem.  Submission to the contest grants right of publication to the Western Colorado Writers Forum for “Poetry in the Streets” and any future anthology of the work.  All rights revert to the author.  

Twenty-four poems will be published and distributed in May and June, 2010:  three on 6,000 coasters throughout Main St. restaurants, fourteen inside seven Grand Valley Transit buses, and seven on newspaper boxes and other Main St. locations.  Thirteen will be classic poems, chosen from the public; eleven will be original work by Grand Valley poets.  Each judge will contribute one poem.  We encourage short poems.  Coasters, for example, will hold 12 lines, maximum; bus posters, 24 lines, including spaces between stanzas.  Downtown installations may only hold very short poems. 

Submission Guidelines

· Poets must be at least 16 years old and current residents of the Grand Valley

· Submissions limited to your two best poems, a maximum of two pages (“8 ½ x 11”) in a font no smaller than 12 points.  Four copies of each page are required.

Submissions must include the title of your poems, your name, your phone number, email if possible, and address.   Include SASE for return of poems.  

· Maximum poem length:  24 lines, including spaces between stanzas.  

· Deadline April 14, 2010 for postmark and submission.
· Two ways to submit poems: 

Mail to Western Colorado Writers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3261, G.J., CO 81502

or   

Drop off poems at the Information Desk of the Mesa County Library, 

530 Grand Avenue, by 8 p.m. Wednesday, April 14.

We look forward to reading your work.  Contest winners will be announced at a WCWF reading in G.J. on April 30, 2010, invited to read their work that night, and also notified by mail.  Winners may also be invited to read downtown in the summer when the poetry installations and coasters are completed.

For more information, contact Sandra Dorr. at sandydorr@bresnan.net. 

